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While the injectable Salk vaccine helped control some of the epidemic, it did not stop all outbreaks, and more aggressive polio immunization campaigns were needed. Connaught Medical Laboratories, now Sanofi Pasteur, had been developing the trivalent Sabin vaccine (available at the time only in the United States), and this prompted field studies in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia, which were pivotal in encouraging the licensing of the Sabin vaccine in Canada.
In Nova Scotia, Dr. C.E. van Rooyen, Professor of Bacteriology and Associate Provincial Bacteriologist at Dalhousie University, and Dr. Vernon Rideout, Director of the Western Nova Scotia Health Unit of the Provincial Department of Health, headed the team destined for Wedgeport, an Acadian fishing community in Yarmouth County. Wedgeport (with the neighbouring community of Comeau's Hill) was chosen for several reasons: it is a static and relatively isolated community perfect for epidemiological study, the previous health of the district had been good and polio-free for 20 years and the public health immunization records were readily available. The objectives were to study any illness occurring after vaccination, to compare antibody level against polio before and after vaccination, to search the area for the possible presence of enteroviruses which might interfere with gut infection, to correlate excretion of vaccine virus with Salk status, antibody level, and age, and to determine whether vaccine poliovirus would spread to surrounding communities.
In addition to van Rooyen and Rideout, the team included Drs. Rudy Ozere, Horace B. Colford, as well as local doctors, Milton O'Brien and W.C.
O'Brien. The compliance of the community was due in part to the cooperation of St. Michael's Parish. With the aim of obtaining complete family participation, all age groups received the vaccine, ranging from a week-old infant to a 96-year-old woman. A total of 1692 people were offered the vaccine; 97.1% were ultimately vaccinated. Results of the trial indicated there were no ill effects attributable to the vaccine either during or after the vaccination period. 1 In In 1961, he accompanied the physicians and nurses in Wedgeport and Comeau's Hill to document the immunization campaign. In a 48-hour period beginning on Mar. 4, 1961, doctornurse teams, and Bob Brooks, trudged to homes, shops, and wharves in Wedgeport and Comeau's Hill. The result was a series of remarkable black and white photographs. Brooks had a wonderful eye for composition and in combination with that stark, unforgiving palette he captured the bleak coastal landscape in late winter and the goodnatured cooperation of this fishing community; his work was honest and unemotional, but not without an occasional touch of humour.
Individual photographs from this series were subsequently published in the local press and the series was included in a retrospective of Brooks's work at the Yarmouth County Museum in 1994. In the second half of April 2011, which is the 50th anniversary of the trial, 20 of these photographs will be exhibited at the Yarmouth Re gional Hospital.
A recent editorial in the Nova Scotia Policy Review 3 contrasted Brooks's work with the type of photojournalism currently practiced in the province, declaring that, "his photographs display the human face of policy decisionsmalevolent and benevolent." With reference to the Wedgeport photographs, the editor continued, "If these same events were unfolding today, images like these would give us greater insight into how such decisions affect people for good or for ill."
